H11026

FURTHER CONTINUING  APPRO-
PRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR 1999

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Appropriations be discharged
from further consideration of the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 136) making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the
fiscal year 1999, and for other purposes,
and that the House immediately con-
sider and pass the joint resolution.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Lou-
isiana?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, and | do not intend
to object, but | would appreciate if the
gentleman under my reservation would
explain what the understanding is in
terms of the schedule for the consider-
ation of the omnibus appropriation
bill, that 77,132-page bill that we are
supposed to be bringing up next week.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. | yield to the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. LIVINGSTON. | would be happy
to give the gentleman my understand-
ing of the schedule relating to the om-
nibus bill. Currently we are operating
under a fourth continuing resolution
which carries us until midnight to-
night.

Our expectation is, though, that be-
cause we do have a deal between both
houses and the White House on the vast
bulk of the omnibus bill that it will
take some time for our staff to assem-
ble the extensive number of pages
which comprise the bill. For that rea-
son, and in order to allow all of the ma-
terial to be gathered and processed so
that we have a bill to be filed, the ex-
pectation is that that will take rough-
ly the length of this weekend. The staff
will engage in ongoing efforts to make
sure that they do their job profes-
sionally and well and completely, so
that by Monday they will be prepared
to allow us to file the bill, we would ex-
pect to do that on or about noon of
Monday, and it would be available for
inspection, and the expectation is then
to call Members back on Tuesday
afternoon and have a vote on the omni-
bus bill at about 5 p.m.

So this continuing resolution would
carry us through that period of time,
make sure that the government does
not close, make sure that all of the op-
erations of government continue as
they have over the last few weeks since
the close of the last fiscal year and
that they would continue through mid-
night Tuesday.

Mr. OBEY. | thank the gentleman.

Continuing under my reservation,
Mr. Speaker, | will simply say that is
also my understanding. That means
that Members should be prepared, as |
understand it, to vote on the legisla-
tion after 5 p.m. on Tuesday, and they
would then be able to get out of town
either that evening or the next morn-
ing for the duration.
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Mr. Speaker, | withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Lou-
isiana?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the joint resolution,
as follows:

H.J. RES. 136

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That section 106(c) of
Public Law 105-240 is further amended by
striking ‘““‘October 16, 1998’ and inserting in
lieu thereof ““October 20, 1998°".

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the joint resolution is considered and
passed.

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will take
15 one-minutes on each side.

AMERICANS DESTINED TO REAP
BENEFITS OF REPUBLICAN-LED
CONGRESS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, as we
near the end of the 105th Congress, |
believe the American people have a
rendezvous with destiny, and that des-
tiny is to regain their freedom from big
bureaucracy and big government and
go more toward local control.

Four years ago, the Republicans laid
the foundation for a balanced Federal
budget, real education reform, crime
reduction, meaningful tax cuts, a
strong military force, welfare reform,
and a real commitment to saving Medi-
care and Social Security.

Four years ago, Republicans charted
a path to give Americans a renewed
faith in our system of government, in
our push to give Americans more con-
trol in their lives. Our hardworking
families, our children, our men and
women who serve in our Nation’s
armed forces are destined to reap the
benefits of a Republican-led Congress
that has made a commitment to put an
end to wasteful bureaucratic spending,
to send Federal education dollars di-
rectly to schools and districts and into
the classrooms for the benefit of edu-
cating children; a commitment to give
hard-earned tax dollars back to Ameri-
ca’s hardworking families; and a com-
mitment to make the strength of our
national defense a priority once again.

Mr. Speaker, there is renewed hope
for America and | am proud to be a
part of this destiny of freedom.

LITANY OF NONACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF A DO-NOTHING CON-
GRESS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, let us
not kid ourselves. The Republican lead-
ership was not prepared to do anything
that was really important or address
any of the real issues that the Amer-
ican people cared about in this Con-
gress.

Fortunately, we as Democrats were
able to push them as part of this budg-
et agreement to address a few things,
most importantly to add 100,000 teach-
ers in the elementary school classes,
and also to make sure that the Social
Security trust fund was not drained, if
you will, for tax giveaways.

But there is a lot more to be done
here and this do-nothing Congress, this
Republican leadership leading this do-
nothing Congress did not address man-
aged care reform, did not address cam-
paign finance reform, did nothing to
deal with the severe problem of teen-
age smoking, did nothing really to deal
with most of the education initiatives
that the Democrats have put forward.
Most importantly, they refused as part
of this budget deal to deal with school
modernization. We have classrooms, we
have schools throughout the country
that need repair, that need to be up-
graded to deal with computers.

There are a lot of other education
initiatives that were not addressed as
part of this Congress. | am happy today
we just joined with the President, we
are happy that they added the 100,000
teachers and that that will be part of
this budget deal. We are happy that the
Social Security trust fund is still in-
tact, but there is a lot more that needs
to be done. Let us not Kid ourselves by
saying anything that this was nothing
but a do-nothing Congress.

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
OCTOBER 19, 1998

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at noon on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADY of Texas). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Col-
orado?

There was no objection.

BUDGET BATTLE

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, the cur-
rent budget battle in Washington
shows clearly how conservative Repub-
licans and liberal Democrats disagree
about the role of government.

Republicans think that the Federal
Government is too big. Democrats
think that it is not big enough.

Republicans have been pushing for
tax cuts. The liberals are horrified at
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the very idea and call, as the previous
speaker just did, tax cuts giveaways.

Republicans are insisting that we
begin to reverse the dangerous decline
in our military preparedness. Demo-
crats have been fighting for even less
defense.

Republicans blocked a White House
attempt to impose national standard-
ized tests in elementary schools. Demo-
crats urged the creation of a national
gun registry in their latest effort to
weaken second amendment rights.

Republicans stopped the President’s
big government initiative to create a
new handout, free needles for drug ad-
dicts. Democrats tried to create a na-
tional identity card. Republicans
stopped that, too.

Bigger government versus smaller
government and more freedom, that is
what is at stake. That is what this
budget battle has been about over
these last few weeks.

FAILING MARKS TO REPUBLICAN
CONGRESS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, for 2
years this Republican Congress has put
partisanship ahead of progress. They
have consistently kowtowed to special
interests. They Kkilled HMO reform,
campaign finance reform, tobacco re-
form, and attempted to raid the Social
Security trust fund. In the last few
days Democrats have had to fight
tooth and nail to reduce America’s
class sizes by hiring 100,000 teachers.
Now Republicans, it is unbelievable to
me that they take such pride in the
fact that they have prevented school
modernization, denying our Kkids the
opportunity to have our schools wired
up to the 21st century and that they
could take advantage of the technology
that will only help them compete in
the 21st century.

Let me just say that this Republican
Party is out of touch with mainstream
America. | am not the only one who
thinks so. Jack Kemp, not a well-
known Democrat, and | quote: Today
the Republican Party is adrift, without
an agenda and without purpose beyond
its seeming preoccupation with saving
the congressional seats of its incum-
bents.

This Republican Congress has failed
the American people.

THE SURPLUS CONGRESS: HARDLY
A RECORD TO BE SCOFFED AT

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, this
Republican Congress that has been so
maligned by partisan Democrats has
been the first Congress since 1969 to
balance the budget. It has been the
first Congress to have tax cuts in 16
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years. It has been the first Congress to
reform and protect Medicare on a bi-
partisan basis. And the first Congress
to have welfare reform and 40 percent
of the people who were on welfare in
1994 are now independent, working.
This is hardly a record to be scoffed at.

What have we done this year? We
have protected Social Security. We
have stopped the Democrat practice of
taking the surplus out of Social Secu-
rity and spending it on roads and
bridges. We have protected the family
farm with the farm disaster bill. We
have protected education by giving
more power to local school boards and
less from Washington bureaucracy.
And we are on the verge of passing
major drug legislation that will give
strong interdiction, strong prevention
and rehabilitation services. We think
this is a solid legacy.

This Congress will be remembered as
the surplus Congress. | am proud that |
played a part of it.
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A DO-NOTHING CONGRESS? SIMPLY
NOT TRUE

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, | rarely
come to these also 1-minutes, but |
could not maintain silence after what |
have been hearing they say. They say
we are a do-nothing Congress, we are
not concerned about the average Joe or
Jane.

Capital gains tax reduction. The in-
crease of the estate tax exemption
threshold, which means that the tax
man will be delayed when he comes a
calling after someone has lost a loved
one. Welfare reform. IRS reform. Bal-
anced Budget Amendment.

Now does anyone in range of my
voice believe that either of these five
could have been done without a Repub-
lican majority in the people’s House?
Obviously not because it has not been
done before.

| keep hearing my friends to my
right, to my ideological left, claiming
about campaign finance reform, noth-
ing has been done about it. Well, Mr.
Speaker, they were in control of the
People’s House for 40 years, and noth-
ing was done about it.

I am very much offended, Mr. Speak-
er, by people who come to the well of
this House and point an accusatory fin-
ger and accuse this 105th Congress of
doing nothing. It is simply not true.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained in my district dur-
ing Rollcall Votes 532 through 535. Had
| been present | would have voted yes
on Rollcalls 532 and 533, and no on Roll-
call 534, and no on Rollcall 535.
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ANOTHER BILLION DOLLARS FOR
THE STAR WARS FANTASY

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, Congress
would have adjourned one week ago
after only 108 days work without an ad-
ditional penny for public education,
but the President held the Republican
majority’s feet to the fire, and so now,
a week later, we have got $1.2 billion,
new money for smaller class size; $871
million has been replaced for the Sum-
mer Jobs for Youth Program that they
wanted to Kill; $250 million for Youth
Opportunities, and $160 million add-on
to Head Start. This is a victory for
Democratic priorities.

But unfortunately this gargantuan
4000-page budget bill further reflects
the difference in the budget priorities
of the Republicans and the Democrats.
The Republicans in this are going to
add $9.1 billion to an already bloated
Pentagon budget, another $1 billion
into the Star Wars fantasy where we
have already dumped 50 billion with no
results. Not a penny, not a penny here
on earth, to help rebuild or build new
schools, but another billion dollars for
the Star Wars fantasy. That is a sad
commentary on their priorities.

PROUD OF THE 105TH

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is a
time of year when we do our
retrospectives on what this Congress
has accomplished, and we have heard
some comments about that already. We
have cut taxes for the first time in 16
years; we have balanced the budget for
the first time since 1969. Even better
than that, we have achieved a surplus,
and when | was first elected 5 years
ago, we had nearly a $300 billion deficit
in this Congress and for this Nation;
today, approximately $85 billion sur-
plus.

How does that affect us as citizens
and legislators of this country? Just an
example:

My daughter and her husband are in
the process of buying their first house.
The interest rates are the lowest they
have been in this Nation in many,
many years. That is related to our
budget surplus because the government
is not in the market borrowing an addi-
tional $300 billion, but they are pump-
ing $85 billion back in, and that re-
duces interest rates.

Much else has happened in this Con-
gress. | participated in developing the
first science policy statement that this
Congress has adopted in many years,
and that is going to have a real impact
on the science and technology and will
certainly make our Nation more com-
petitive among all.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a good Con-
gress, and | am proud to have been part
of it.
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